

Adopted 3/14/17


Introduced by Council President Boyer and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter and Morgan: 

RESOLUTION 2017-164-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATULATING THE SAN MARCO GARDEN CIRCLE ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 85TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

WHEREAS, a small group of women who shared a mutual love for gardening and possessed community pride decided to start a garden circle and on February 15, 1932 with 17 charter members, the San Marco Garden Circle was founded with the requirement that members had to live in San Marco neighborhood and have an active interest in gardening. The San Marco Garden Circle is affiliated with the Garden Club of Jacksonville as well as the National Federation of Garden Clubs and at present its membership is capped at 35 members to preserve and maintain the sanctity of developing close relationships with other residents within the neighborhood while sharing a common interest; and

WHEREAS, over the past eighty-five years, the San Marco Garden Circle has maintained its traditions of beautifying the community, raising funds to support endeavors through greenery and flower sales, and canning food under its own label at the Duval County Extension Service canning kitchen. In addition, the Circle’s efforts contribute to the yearly set-up of the Balis Park Christmas tree under the gazebo since 1985, other festive holiday decorations in Kings Road Park, maintaining Landon Park’s rose garden, and routine mulching and maintenance of landscaping of other San Marco parks; and

WHEREAS, in 1991, the Circle was instrumental in the major renovation, beautification and name change of the Historic Kings Road Park, and through another partnership with the City and the San Marco Preservation Society, the San Marco Garden Circle assisted in the relocation of the Carpenter Gothic Church from a site near the Museum of Science and History to its current location in Fletcher Park. The Circle helped landscape the area around Preservation Hall, provided funding and hosted a reception celebrating the park’s beautification; and

WHEREAS, the San Marco Garden Circle has received numerous awards including, but not limited to, the Deep South Traveling Trophy, the Historic Preservation Restoration Award, the Florida Federation Commercial Plant Award, and a Civic Beautification Award. In 1995, the Circle was honored with the Eve Noble Award which recognizes the Outstanding Garden Circle of the Year for their work at Landon Park. The Circle has been very involved in the community over the years, partnering with Hendricks Avenue Elementary School to develop a butterfly garden which the students now have the responsibility to maintain; sending care packages to local servicemen serving in the Middle East; raising $15,000 for the American Cancer Society; and providing food, books, and supplies to organizations such as The Salvation Army, Clara White Mission, Hubbard House, and Catholic Charities Food Pantry; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes and congratulates the San Marco Garden Circle on the occasion of its 85th anniversary, and congratulates the Circle and its dedicated members for their outstanding beautification and community service activities. The San Marco community is a grateful beneficiary of the fine work of this wonderful organization.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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